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Instructions for the Student  

Read the article, "Do Dolphins Have Their Own Language?" Think about the article’s main 
idea and key details. Think about what opinion the author of the article has on the topic. 
Pay attention to how the author tries to convince readers. After reading, you will answer 
questions about the article. Then, you will write a script for a podcast. The podcast will 
help people understand the information and opinions given in the article. 

Do Dolphins Have Their Own Language? 
1Imagine you are watching a dolphin show. A dolphin trainer, Angie, calls out to a 
beautiful dolphin named Duncan. She gives him two different hand signals. She points 
down and then to the left. Duncan dives down and swims to the left. Then, he comes back 
to the surface. Next, Angie twirls her hand in the air. Duncan spins in the water. The 
crowd cheers.  
 
2Using hand signals is one way that humans give directions, or communicate, with 
dolphins. To communicate means to send messages back and forth. When you talk, you 
communicate. When you wave hello to someone, you also communicate. It is clear that 

humans can communicate with 
dolphins. But do dolphins 
communicate with each other? Do 
dolphins have their own language?  

3Language is an organized way of 
communicating. Language has rules. 
Certain sounds, shapes, or motions 
mean certain things. Do dolphins 
communicate in this organized way 
with each other? Many scientists 
believe they do. 

4Scientists have many reasons to 
believe dolphins have their own 

language. First, dolphins are very intelligent. Evidence shows that they understand signals 
given by humans. They are able to learn new skills. Some scientists think this shows that 
dolphins also have the ability to use language with other dolphins. 

5Second, there is evidence to show that dolphins make different sounds at different times. 
Dolphins vocalize in many different ways. They can squeak, whistle, and chirp. Scientists 
believe they use these sounds to share information with other dolphins. For example, 
dolphins make a squeaking sound when danger is nearby. This is different from the sound 
they make when they spot food. This shows that they are clever animals. It also suggests 
they communicate in an organized way. 

6Finally, there is evidence that seems to show that dolphins use movements to 
communicate. For example, a one dolphin may nudge another dolphin to get the dolphin 
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to follow it. Dolphins also use their tails to smack the water. They bob their heads, open 
their mouths, and make bubble bursts. Scientists are not always sure exactly what every 
movement means. But the movements are different, depending on the situation. When 
dolphins are happy, they smack their tails in a certain way. When they are hungry or 
scared, dolphins do it in a different way. Scientists think these different movements and 
sounds show that dolphins have their own language.  

7However, there are scientists who are not so sure that dolphins have their own language. 
They think that dolphins’ brains are not able to understand language. They say that 
squeaks and body movements are not the same as a real language. It is true that 
dolphins do not use words like humans do. However, dolphins still use sounds and 
movements in organized ways. This suggests that these brilliant animals truly have their 
own language.  

 
 
 

1. What is the main idea of this article? What details give you more information about 
the main idea? Use the chart to write your answers. 

 

Main Idea 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Detail #1 
 
 
 

Detail #2 
 
 
 

Detail #3 
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2. Read the following sentences from the article. 

Second, there is evidence to show that dolphins make different sounds at 
different times. Dolphins vocalize in many different ways. They can squeak, 
whistle, and chirp. Scientists believe they use these sounds to share 
information with other dolphins. 

 
The prefix voc- means voice or speech. The suffix –ize means to do or cause to be. 
Based on this information, what do you think vocalize means? Why? 

 
 

 

3. Part 1: An argument is a type of text that tries to convince others that a certain 
opinion or point of view is correct. In an argument, an author usually makes a 
claim. The claim is the author’s main point or opinion on the topic. 

In this article, what is the author’s main claim about dolphins? Use the chart to 
write your answer. 

Part 2: Evidence is information in a text that helps convince others that a claim is 
correct. In this article, what evidence does the author use to convince others that 
his or her claims about dolphins are correct? Use the chart to write your answers. 
You may find it helpful to look at your Main Idea and Details chart from  
question #1. 

 

Main Claim 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Evidence 
 
 
 

Evidence 
 
 
 

Evidence 
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4. An author’s attitude is how he or she feels about the topic. Sometimes you can tell 
an author’s attitude from the words he or she chooses. What does each of the 
underlined words in the chart show about the author’s attitude? Use the chart to 
write your answers. 

Words What does the underlined word 
show about the author’s attitude 
toward dolphins? 

A dolphin trainer, Angie, calls out to a 
beautiful dolphin named Duncan. 
 

 

First, dolphins are very intelligent. 
 

 
 
 

This shows that they are clever animals. 
 

 
 
 

This suggests that these brilliant animals 
truly have their own language. 
 

 

 
5. The structure of a text is how the text is organized. Think about how the article “Do 

Dolphins Have Their Own Language?” is organized. What information is in each 
paragraph? How does the information help the reader follow the argument? Use the 
chart to write your answers. The first and last paragraphs are done for you. 

Paragraph Description 

1 Introduces the topic with a story. This makes the reader 
interested. The story also shows evidence that dolphins can follow 
hand signals. 

2  
 
 
 
 
 

3  
 
 
 
 
 

4  
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5  
 
 
 
 
 

6  
 
 
 
 
 

7 Ends the article by talking about other opinions. Gives evidence 
that shows they aren’t true. Restates the argument in the last 
sentence. 

 
 
Use What You Have Learned! 

Now it’s time to show what you have learned. You will write a script for a podcast about 
the article “Do Dolphins Have Their Own Language?” 

An educational website for kids posts podcasts about science articles. A podcast is an 
audio recording that you can listen to. In the podcasts, kids discuss science articles to 
help other kids better understand them. The website’s administrators want to post a 
podcast about the article “Do Dolphins Have Their Own Language?” The podcast will be 
about the main claim expressed in the article. The podcast will have two parts. In the first 
part, you should talk about what the main claim is, what evidence helps prove it, how the 
argument is organized, whether or not the argument is strong and convincing, and why. 
In the second part, you will talk about your own opinion on the topic of dolphin language. 
You will also discuss how you might support your claim in an argument.  

 
6. Use your understanding of the article “Do Dolphins Have Their Own Language?” to 

write a script for this podcast. The script will be what you would say if you were 
recording the podcast for kids your age to listen to. In the first half of the podcast 
script, you should summarize the answers to the following questions: 

• What is the main claim? How do you know? 

• How is the argument organized? 

• What evidence helps prove the argument? 

• Is the argument strong? Do you find it convincing? Why or why not? 

In the second half of the podcast script, you will give your own thoughts on the 
topic. Do you believe dolphins have their own language? Why or why not? If you 
had the opportunity to gather evidence to support your claim, what would you try 
to find out? How might you convince others that you have a strong case for your 
argument?   
 
Use details from the article to give reasons for your explanations and thoughts.  
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